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IFAB IFAB
Laws of the Game 2025/26 Law 3 - X8

Clarifications and associated Law changes

IFAB | Law 3 - 38 Law 3 - X8
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IEAB | Law 3 - The Players IEAB  Law 3 -The Players

10. Team captain
10. Team captain L

will make a with the (stop), if a their
player is approaching to protest the referee

1FAB L'aw 3 —The Players IFAB | Law 3 - 58
will to the R
information received during a (if applicable)
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TFAB | Law 3 — The Players

10. Team captain

1FAB | Law 3 - The Players

10. Team captain

Any teammate ignoring the captain’s role and/or
approaching the referee showing disrespect or
dissent will receive a yellow card

Any or who uses

or or language or actions,
will receive a

If the captain behaves in an unsporting manner, they
will receive a yellow card

If a coach behaves in an unsporting manner, they will
receive a yellow card

1FAB
Law 5 - &

. 7

LAW CHANGES Laws§5, 12,17

2025/26 Bt

the ball longer than
8 seconds




IFAB Law 5 - ¥ IFAB !.a\‘lv‘ 12‘ = Ff::l.rls and Misconduct

Guidelines for referees:

* ‘silently’count8-7-6

* raise open hand and count 5 - 4 - 3 - 2 - 1 - 0 with the fingers and arm movement
« verbally count 5 - 4 - 3-2-1- 0to help goalkeeper and team-mates

+ start counting if goalkeeper is on the ground but no one around them

.',”r\)\l\h'

Guidelines for referees:

= penalise any opponent who interferes with the goalkeeper trying to release the ball
« do not penalise the goalkeeper if they are starting to kick or throw the ball (‘spirit’ of
the Law)




Goalkeeper
releasing the ball
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10. Team captain
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IFAB

V- ‘possession’ so dropped ball
here (ball position) for blue team
S

-~ 'last touch’ so
dropped ball here for
yellow team
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Law 8 - The Start and Restart of Play

Explanation

If it is not clear to the referee which team had or would have gained possession, the ball
is dropped for a player of the team that last touched the ball

sport-tv¢
ol

A

A

Not clear who would get 'possession’ so dropped ball
here (ball position) for yellow team (last touch)




1FAB
Law 9 -MELLBFRILE

2. BRIELEED [~ :
LAW CHANGES Law 9

Touching the ball
2025/26 [t

out of play

TEAB | | aw 9 -Bk#ELbBh RS
2. FRAELEE b

A player from Team A kicks the ball which then touches:
an opponent (Team B) and is clearly going out of play for
a throw-in. While the ball s still on the field of play, very
close to the touchline, a coach from Team A stops it

in an attempt to help their team quickly restart play.
What is the correct decisi

The coach made contact with the ball while it was
still in play but when it was clearly leaving the field,
without any intention of unfairly interfering with play.

In this case, the referee awards an indirect free kick to
Team B at the position where the coach touched the ball.
There s no disciplinary sanction, unless the coach has
persistently left the technical area, which would be
cautioned (yellow card)
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TEAB | Lawl
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IFAB
Law 11 -

10. Team captain

LAW CHANGES Law 11
Offside when th
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LAW CHANGES Laws 5, 12,17

2025/26 Goalkeeper holding

the ball longer than
8 seconds

IFAB | Law 12 -BBHRAEETH
28

Law 12 - Fouls and Misconduct
2. Indirect free kick

Explanation

The Law has been changed:
= goalkeepers can now control the ball with their hands/arms for eight seconds (33%
increase)
the eight seconds will be strictly enforced
a corner kick will be awarded if the goalkeeper exceeds eight seconds
the corner kick will on the side of the field closest to the goalkeeper's position
recommended disciplinary action:
o 1toffence - corner kick only
o 2™ offence - corner kick + warning
o 3doffence - corner kick + yellow card
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IFAB
Law 17 - &I

FRBIEHY (VAR)

4. B

1FAB
F12BEHH (VAR) HE
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F.ACOSTY
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LAW CHANGES VAR protocol
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IFAB' | Practical guidelines for match officials

Positioning and tear senalty kick

How to apply the change

Where VAR and/or goal line technology is in use, competitions may decide that this
technology can monitor goalkeeper encroachment and goal/no goal decisions. In such
cases, the assistant referee can be positioned on the touchline, in line with the penalty
mark, which is the offside line.

From this position, they can also more easily help identify:
= any player encroachment
= aplayermoving in front of the penalty mark before the kick is taken.

15

HANBERES - UE - BFK

Where there are AARs, the AAR must be positioned at the intersection of the goal

line and the goal area and the AR is positioned in line with the penalty mark.

12
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2025/10/20

Modern Referee

+ High expectations
+ Team one - One team

+ Improve every day - Looking for excellence

Tactical approach - Reading the game

g Anticipate problems

Details are crucial

Use technical considerations - Avoid personal opinions
Trust in technology - Referee always decide

Courage to decide

Able to announce and explain the final decision

Challenges

Match control / Different mentalities
Protect the game / Protect the players
Match preparation / Tactical approach
Clear considerations

Uniformity & consistency

Details are important - Stay focused
Teamwork & communication

Itis or it is not

Key Factors

+ Fair challenges (with or without contact)
+ Who is responsible for the contact
+ Careless - Reckless - Serious foul play:
+ Force - Intensity - Speed
+ Contact + consequences - Impact
+ How & where is the contact
¢ Full/ Glancing / Slight
Violent conduct
+ Brutality
+  Not challenging for the ball
Trends & difficulties
+ Fair contact vs careless foul
¢ Who initiates
+ Ballfirst vs risk
+ Upper body contacts

18 1



2025/10/20

Modern Referee

High expectations

- & Team one - One team
H AN D BA L Improve every day - Looking for excellence
—.y Football understanding
= Tactical approach - Reading the game

Anticipate problems
Details are crucial
Use technical considerations - Avoid personal opinions
Trust in technology - Referee always decide
Courage to decide

Able to announce and explain the final decision

Handball

Not every touch is punishable

Natural or justifiable movement

Additional movement towards the ball

Taking a risk - Making body unnaturally bigger
Attacker handball concept

Details are important

Itis oritis not

Key Factors

+ Movement vs risk

+ Ball-first concept:
+ Ball change direction

+ Becomes unexpected/unavoidable

+ Trends & difficulties
+ No consistency
+ Football expectations

+ Not well accepted

19 1
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Penalty Area Incidents a Key Factors

R . )
Protect the game Tactical approach and reading the game

. - ¢ Challenging for the ball
High priority sing
+ Understanding movements of players

Positioning & reading + Simulation

Proximity & angle of view N + 100% sure

. . ; ¢ .
Clear considerations by topics . ¢ Setpieces

. : : * Team tactics
Uniformity & consistency

" - ¢ Trends & difficulties
Details are important
+ Not every contact is punishable
Itis oritis not —— 3 + Defender’s risk vs attacker initiating
Holding - Pushing - Charging

Consistency / Be accepted




2025/10/20

Modern Referee

High expectations

Team one - One team

Improve every day - Looking for excellence

Football understanding

Tactical approach - Reading the game

Anticipate problems

Details are crucial

Use technical considerations - Avoid personal opinions
Trust in technology - Referee always decide

Courage to decide

Able to announce and explain the final decision

S T

. . » \ « FIFA
e READING SHE GRwib

T e .

Tactical Fouls X Key Factors

Professional & cynical fouls PROTECT THE GAME

Holding - Unsporting behaviour o . ‘ PLAYERS INVOLVED DENY A GOAL

Change of ball possession 4 BALL CONTROL

s 20s OPTIONS
Team tactics - Fast transitions SPEED

» . NEXT PHASE
Anticipation DISTANCE SHOT ON GOAL

SPA vs DOGSO , DIRECTION

. . PENALTY AREA PEN SPACE
Details are important OPEN SPAC

Penalty area exceptions et : CHALLENGING FOR THE BALL DELIBERATE HANDBALL

21 1
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Teamwork

+ Team one - One team + Key factors
+ Positive leadership +  Set priorities

© Trust&respect Effective communication
 Motivation & recognition 3

Build a solid work team to achieve goals & positive results

Planning & pre-competition/match preparation +  Decision-making
+  Anticipate problems Football understanding
* Tactical approach / Reading the game
* Clear roles & responsibiliies
 Procedures (with / without VAR)

*  Usetechnical considerations
+  Courage to decide

81800 FIFA gpgeginy FIFK ge s

TEAM ONE | TEAM ONE

22 1
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